GASTON URBAN AREA

VPO

Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Phone (704) 866-6837 Fax (704) 869-1960

The Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) of the Gaston Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization will meet Wednesday, May 9, 2007, at the Market Street Buffet & Bakery. The
restaurant is located at 2525 S. York Street (US 321) in Gastonia, NC. The meeting will begin at
12 Noon. The following is the agenda for the meeting:

1. Set Agenda, Presenter: Ben Blackburn, TCC Chair
The agenda needs to be set to include adding “New” or “Other Business”.

2. Determination of Quorum (51%-seven of thirteen), Presenter: Ben Blackburn, TCC
Chair

a. During the March 12, 1997 TCC meeting, it was discussed that the following five cities,
six towns, the County of Gaston, and the NCDOT would be counted to determine if a
quorum is present; all other members would be affiliate. This is a total of thirteen votes
to be counted against the quorum.

b. The City of Belmont __ , The City of Bessemer City ___, The Town of Cramerton
____,The Town of Dallas ____, The County of Gaston ____, The City of Gastonia ____,
The City of Lowell |, The Town of McAdenville ___, The City of Mount Holly
____, The Town of Ranlo ____, The Town of Spencer Mountain ____, The Town of
Stanley __, The North Carolina Department of Transportation .

3. Approval of Minutes, Presenter: Ben Blackburn, TCC Chair
Minutes from the regularly scheduled meeting of March 14, 2007.

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve as Presented.

4. Introduction of Guests, Presenter: Ben Blackburn, TCC Chair
All guests shall introduce themselves at this time.

5. Public Comment Period, Presenter: Ben Blackburn, TCC Chair

Any public comment will be presented and addressed at this time. Public comment will be
kept to a reasonable period of time.
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6.

10.

SAFETEA-LU: Final Statewide and Metropolitan Planning Rule, Presenter: Loretta
Barren, Community Planner, Federal Highways Administration

Ms. Barren will present a brief overview of the SAFETEA-LU regulations and their impacts
on the MPO planning process.

ACTION REQUESTED: Information Only.

Amendment to the 07-13 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) to include
the purchase of two ADA compliant lift vans in FY 2008, Presenter: Hank Graham,
AICP, Principal Transportation Planner

Gastonia Transit has programmed the necessary replacement/expansion of two new ADA
compliant lift vans for FY 2008. As required for use of Federal funds an endorsement from
the MPO is necessary. The addition of this project has been included in the 2007-2013 STIP.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval to TAC.

8-Hour Ozone Conformity Analysis and Determination Report, Presenter: Randi A.
Philbeck, Transportation Planner |

Recent changes in the 2007-2013 State TIP required a new Ozone conformity analysis report
for the Charlotte ozone non-attainment region. This report constitutes the second amendment
to the original Conformity Determination Report dated June 8, 2005.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval to TAC.

Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Updates, Presenter: Randi A. Philbeck,
Transportation Planner |

Periodically, as needs and conditions change, it becomes necessary to amend the LRTPs.
Enclosed are one amendment to the Gaston Urban Area Long Range Transportation Plan,
and two resolutions, including one to adopt the Amended 2030 LRTP for the Gaston Urban
Area MPO, and one finding conformity of the 2030 LRTP.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend approval to TAC.

2007-2013 Gaston Urban Area Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program,
Presenter: Randi A. Philbeck, Transportation Planner |

At the March 27th meeting of the TAC, a resolution was signed adopting the Gaston Urban
Area Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program and its supporting Funding Table
for FY 07-13, along with the 07-13 State Transportation Improvement Program and its
supporting Funding Table. The addition of Southridge Drive Parkway to the Thoroughfare
Plan Map is the reason for this minor amendment to our TIP funding tables and MTIP.

It is also necessary at this time for a resolution finding conformity of the Gaston Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization FY 2007-2013 Transportation Improvement Program.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend Approval to TAC.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Modification to Gaston MPO Boundary, Presenter: Hank Graham, AICP, Principal
Transportation Planner

A request has been made by the county to incorporate the entire county within our MPO
boundary.

ACTION REQUESTED: Information and Discussion Only.

Regional Commuting Report, Presenter: Bernie Yacobucci, Transportation Planner |

Centralina Council of Governments will develop a regional commuting report for travel
times between burgeoning residential areas near and outside of 485 and Uptown Charlotte.
This would be valuable information for a variety of audiences, and would help raise the level
of awareness and hopefully facilitate more efficient travel patterns for workers commuting to
Uptown.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend Approval to TAC.

Purchase of Gaston County Freight Data

The consultants hired to complete the Freight study for the Gaston MPO Area have informed
MPO staff that additional detailed data exists that would significantly benefit Gaston County.
This data was not part of the current study’s scope. The cost for this detailed data is
approximately $15,000.00. Benefits would include actual instead of estimated assumption
totals of freight traffic within and through Gaston County. This data is collected and
assembled nationally from a private source.

ACTION REQUESTED: Recommend Approval to TAC.
New Business

Other Business

a) Gastonia Express 85-X Ridership Report

b) Gastonia Transit Expansion Study - Update

c) Gaston County Freight Study — Update
d) Ozone Awareness / Education Program

Adjournment

If you have any additional items or questions regarding this agenda, please do not hesitate to call
Hank Graham at 704-854-6663, Bernie Yacobucci at 704-854-6604, or Randi Philbeck at 704-
866-6980. You can also e-mail us at hankg@cityofgastonia.com, berniey@cityofgastonia, or
randip@cityofgastonia.com respectively.
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GASTON URBAN AREA

VPO

Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28053 Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Phone (704) 866-6837 Fax (704) 869-1960

Agenda Item # 8

To: TCC Members

From: Randi A. Philbeck, Transportation Planner |

Date: May 9, 2007

Subject: 8-Hour Ozone Conformity Analysis and Determination Report
Background

Based on the results of the analysis described in this report, the 2030 Long-Range Transportation
Plans (LRTPs) for CRMPO, GUAMPO, and MUMPO, and their latest, respective Transportation
Improvement Programs (TIPs) conform to the purpose of the North Carolina State
Implementation Plan (SIP) (or interim emissions test, in areas there no State Implementation
Plan is approved or found adequate by EPA). This transportation conformity determination is
supported by the following findings:

e The Fiscal Year (FY) 2007-2013 TIP is a direct subset of the conforming 2030 LRTPs.

e Each LRTP has a 20-year planning horizon.

e The conformity determinations for the RPOs (donut areas) were made by the North
Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT). NCDOT concluded that the projects
in the donut areas included in the FY 2007-2013 TIP conform to the purpose of the North
Carolina SIP (or interim emissions test, in areas where no State Implementation Plan is
approved or found adequate by EPA).

The reports have been made available for public comment for thirty days (April 3, 2007 thru
May 3, 2007).

Staff Recommendation

Recommend Approval to TAC.
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Agenda Item # 9

To: TCC Members

From: Randi A. Philbeck, Transportation Planner |
Date: May 9, 2007

Subject: Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Updates
Background

Periodically, as needs and conditions change, it becomes necessary to amend the LRTPs. The
Gaston MPO, along with others, are taking this opportunity to analyze the transportation
conformity implications of the FY 2007-2013 TIP adopted by the North Carolina Board of
Transportation on March 1, 2007. The changes in the FY 2007-2013 TIP significant to
conformity are that seven projects in the region will be rescheduled from the 2010 horizon year
to the 2020 horizon year and one project will be rescheduled from the 2030 horizon year to the
2020 horizon year. Four of these projects are regionally significant and/or federally funded.
These changes warrant reevaluation and reaffirmation of the transportation conformity
determination.

Gaston Urban Area MPO Projects

TIP Project U-4915 in Bessemer City was rescheduled by the North Carolina Board of
Transportation to occur after 2010. The project is now scheduled to be completed by 2020.
The project is located off SR 1307 (Edgewood Road). The road will be widened to three
lanes.

Staff Recommendation

Recommend approval to TAC.
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Agenda Item # 13

To: TCC Members

From: Hank Graham, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner
Date: May 9, 2007

Subject: Purchase of Gaston County Freight Data

Background

The consultants hired to complete the Freight study for the Gaston MPO Area have informed
MPO staff that additional detailed data exists that would significantly benefit Gaston County.
This data was not part of the current study’s scope. The cost for this detailed data is
approximately $15,000.00. Benefits would include actual instead of estimated assumption totals
of freight traffic within and through Gaston County. This data is collected and assembled
nationally from a private source.

Staff Recommendation

Recommend Approval to TAC.
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GASTON URBAN AREA
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Metropolitan Planning Organization

Post Office Box 1748 150 South York Street
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Other Business a)

To: TCC Members

From: Randi A. Philbeck, Transportation Planner |
Date: May 9, 2007

Subject: Gastonia Express 85-X Ridership Report
Background

MPO staff receives ridership totals for the Gastonia Express 85X bus service on a month-by-
month basis.
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Staff Recommendation
Information only.
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Other Business b)

To: TCC Members

From: Bernie Yacobucci, Transportation Planner |
Date: May 9, 2007

Subject: Gastonia Transit Expansion Study - Update
Background

A recent survey was conducted to assess needs for transit for the transit expansion study.
Approximately 400 surveys were returned (240 riders / 157 non-riders). The surveys were
collected at the ten branch libraries in Gaston County, on-board GT transit buses and at Bradley
Station, local agencies and municipalities, and on-line. Some preliminary findings of the surveys
will be discussed.

Staff Recommendation

Information and Discussion only.
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Other Business c)

To: TCC Members

From: Bernie Yacobucci, Transportation Planner |
Date: May 9 2007

Subject: Gaston County Freight Study - Update
Background

The first working group meeting of the Freight Study was conducted on May 1, 2007. A report
will be given regarding what was discussed at the meeting and the direction the working group is
headed.

Staff Recommendation

Information and Discussion only.
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Other Business d)

To: TCC Members

From: Randi A. Philbeck, Transportation Planner |
Date: May 9, 2007

Subject: Ozone Awareness / Education Program
Background

May 1% kicked off Ozone Awareness season! As we all know, local air quality affects how we
all live and breathe. As you may recall, as an Ozone Awareness/Education program, the Gaston
MPO purchased fifty (50) sets of both orange and red flags, plus two mounting brackets for each
set. With this program, these flags would need to be flown when the Air Quality Index (AQI) for
Ozone reaches 101 or greater.

The Gaston MPO is still in need of your help to get these flags flying. We have not yet heard
from some of the municipalities in our Urban Area. If possible, | need a designee from each
local government, with access to email, to commit to flying the flags underneath existing flags
on public property, on orange and red days. Those willing to participate will receive an email
from EPA the afternoon/evening prior to a forecasted orange or red day.

We are having trouble getting this program up and running. If you know of any flag locations in
your municipality (public or private) that would be willing to participate in this exciting new
program, please let Gaston MPO staff know ASAP. If you would send me contact information, |
will make sure that these agencies are signed up with EPA to receive these alerts. And
remember, ozone season began on May 1%, so we need to push forward with this program
quickly! 1 will be sure to provide you with the flag sets, and other public information that you
may need.

Staff Recommendation

Information and Discussion only.

Serving: BelmonteBessemer CityeCramertoneDallaseGaston County=Gastonia
LowelleMcAdenvilleeMount HollyeRanloeSpencer MountaineStanley



	 
	AGENDA 
	Agenda Item # 6 
	Background 
	 Agenda Item # 7 
	 
	Background 
	Background 
	Recommend Approval to TAC. 
	Background 
	Gaston Urban Area MPO Projects 
	 Agenda Item # 10 
	Recommend Approval to TAC. 
	Background 

	Information and Discussion only. 
	Background 

	Information and Discussion only. 
	Background 

	Information and Discussion only. 
	Background 

	Information and Discussion only. 






